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To thee PUBLIC &, 4 

THE great want of an Edition of the Perpetual Laws of this Commoa+ — 
wealth, has been long and univerfally complained of. _ Several gentlemeng 
in different parts of the State, hating exprefled their wifhes tlrat.thefub- 
feriber would undertake the work, in the manner ropoled, has induced 
him to prepare: for the execution of it, not doubting but fo ufeful an une. 
dertaking, at fo reafonable a price, will be encouraged by every perfon 
who isable, andwifhes to be acquainted with the Laws of the Land in 
which he lives. , 

Great cate wall be taken. to have the work corrett, and it is fu 
. it will be committed to the Prefs by the middle of January next, and com- 
pleted with all the difpatch the nature of the work will admit, by the Pubs 
4ck’s very humble fervant, ISAIAH THOMAS, 
Wercsfler, December 12th, 1787. : 
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Proceedings of Maffachu/et?s State Convention. 
[Comtinwed from our laf.) 
TUESDAY, January is, 1788, A. M. coitinued, 


rtH E expediency of biennial elec- 
tions fill under confideration.. 

The Hon. Mr. Bewdoin 
bn the idea fa by the Hon: 
Gentiemaf from Scituate, { Mr. Turner} 
who had faid that nature pointed out the 
propriety of aznwal elections, by its ane 
sual renewal—and objerved, that if the 
revolation of the heavenly bodies is to 
be the principle to regulate eleGtions, {t 
was not to any period=as in fome 
of the fyftems it would be very therm 
and in the laft difeavered planet it would 
be 80 of our years: » he 
faid, who had gone before him in the 
debate, had clearly pointed out the al- 
teration of thé ion of our federal 

tives, from anneal to biennial; 

to be juftifiable. Annual ele&ions may 
be neceffarv in this State—but in the 
choice of reprefentatives for the conti- 
nent, it ought to be longer—=nor did he 
fee any danger in its being fo, . Who, 
he atked, are ae to be eleéted : Are 
they not to be from among tis ? If th 
an to be a diftin& body, then the reid 
trine of precaution which gentlemen ule; 
would be neceflary :—But, Sir, they can 
make no laws—hor levy afty taxes, but 
thofe te which they themfelves muft he 
fublervient—they them/felves rhuft bear a 
part—therefore, our fecurity is guatah- 
teed, by their being thus fubjeét to the 
laws, if by nothing elfe: 

Gen, Heath—faid, te confidered him- 
{lf not asan inhabitant of Maffachu- 


' fetts, but as a citizen ‘of the United 


States—and his ideas and views were 
commenfurate with the continentthey 
extended in length from the St, Croix 
to the St. Maria, and in breadth from 
the Atlantick to the Lake of the Woods, 
Having premifed this, the worthy Gen. 
faid, he thould not have rifen, bad he 


not heatd gentlemen [peak fo lights 
ly of ge of eleétions. The o- 
pinion of all great writers on governs 
ment was, that the liberties of the peo= 
ple have always been dependent on the 
duration of parliament—that this was 
the opinion of Mentefquiew and feveral 
other celebrated legiflators : And, fays 
he, the hiftery of our own country will 
fiew ud in wihiat refpect frequent elecs 
tions have beeri heki—it was the wiidom 
of our anceftors that formed the mea- 
fure of annual eleftions, and it i} fan¢c- 
tified by age : Therefore, Sir, before We 
alter it, we thould carefully examine that 
it be forthe better: It is a novel idea, 
faid the Genera), that the reprefentaties 
ought to have time to learn their duty— 
he thought ought always te lave a 
general knowledge of thc intéretts of 
their, conftituents. Having mestioned a 
circurnftante, that the Britith Parlia- 
ment have frequent occalion, before they 
ean determine fome important points, to 
return home to their conftituents, to ob- 
tain information~and as Congrefs are 
to have but one feflion in a year, and 
may want fuch an opportunity to gain 
information, he fat down by cbferviag, 
that he was in favour of biennial elec- 
tions. , 

The Hon, Mr. Tarzer, in reply to the 
Hon. Mr. Bowdoin, faid, he thought it 
an important confideration whether the 
elections were to be for one or for two 
years——he was, he faid greatly in favour 
of annual ele&tions—and he thought, in 
the prefent inftance, it would be eftab- 
lithing a dangerous precedent to adopt a 
change—for, fays he, the principle may 
fo operate, as in tine, Our elections will 
be as feldom as the reyel:ition of the ftar 
the Hon. Gentleman talks off. 

Mr, Dawes, in anfwerte Gen. Heath, 
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faid, that the frots Mon- 
tefquiev, apphed to jmgle governments, 
and not to confederafe ones, 

Gen. Brooks, Medford] in reply 
to Gen, Heath, {aid, he recollefted the 


, Montefquiev—but lie allo re- 
riche what a writer hed fpoken 
highly of the Britih government, He 
then adverted -to thé objeftion to this 
fe&lion of Gen. Thompfor, and others, 
that biennial eleStions were a novelty, 
and faid we were not to confider whether* 
@ meafure was new, but whether it was 





. ‘Gentlemen had faid that #hed - 


been the eftablifhed cuftom of this coun- 
try to ele& annually : But he afked, 
have-we not gone from a colonial to ah 
independent fituation ? We were thea 
provinces——we are now an independent 
empi meafures, therefore, fays 
he, muft change with ovr fituation, 
Under our old government, the objects 
of legiflation were few and diviged—~ 
under our prefent, they are many and 
mult be united—-and it appears necefia- 
ry that according to the magnitude and 
multiplicity of the bufinefs, the durati 

thould be extapded—he did not, he fai 

undertake to fay how far. He then 
went into a view of the hiftory ef Par- 


Thompfon to proceed. : 


liamnents. The modern northern na~@® however juft, a ee ee . 
be, 


tions, he faid, had Parliaments, but they 
Were called by their kings—and the 
time, bufinefs, dec. of them, depended 
wh@ly on their wills—-we can, there- 
fore, fays he, eftablifh nothing from 
thefe :—One general remark was, that 
in the reigns of weak princes, the power 
and importance of parliaments increafed 
—-in the reins of {tr and arbitrary 
kings they always declined—and, fays 
he, they have been friennial, and they 
have been /epternial. The Gen. com- 
baited the idea, that the lberties of the 
peaple depended on the duration of Parli- 
@ment, with much ability. Do we hear, 
alked he, that the ¢ of England are 
deprived of their liberties-—or that they 
are not as free now as when they had 
fhort parliaments ? On the contrary, “do 
not writers agree, that life, liberty, and 
property, are no where better fecured 
than iw Greatbritain—and that this fe- 
éuvity atifes from their Parliaments be- 
ing chofen for feven years. As faeh is 
the fituation of the people of England, 
and.as ng inftance can be given whetein 
biennial ele&tions have been deftructive 
to the liberties of the people, he conelud- 
ed by afking, whether fo much danger 
is to be apprehended from fuch eleétions 
as gentlemen imagined } 


ngly faid, that 
ver upright the 
there was filla t necefhty for annus 
al eleétions. RB 


He thought a change of election was 
for the even if the adminiftration 
pleafed the people. Do the membersof 
Congrefs, fays he, difpleafe us, we call 


them home, and they ebey ; now where | 


is the difference of their having been e- 
lefted for one of two years ?——It is faid 


that the members canno¢ learn fufficiem- 
ly in that time—Sir, I hope we thall nes 
ee a learned—-Ledt 

‘rembers know their dependence 5 
upon the people, and I ‘ay it will bee % 


¢heck on them, even if were 


m the fo'lowing pattetick apottrophe+ | 
“Ol my country, never give up-your . | 


annual cleftions, young men never 

up your jewel 1 He palette ch 
zeal, He then dre#a be- 
twecn the judges, &c. of this-corutry ~ 
before the revelation, who were depen 
dent on Greathittain for their falaties, 
and thofe reprefentatives de on 
the zontinent—he concluded by hoping; 
_—_ ters tatives oe be an- 
nually and thereby feel a greater 
— on the people. . 


t. Gores Ue has been eblecved,tha® 
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ments wife men, who have written an 
the fabjeét of government, and to regu- 
Ime our decifion on this bufinefs. A 
is addreffled from Montefquieu, 

tings That where the people dele- 
gate great » it ought to be com- 


morn <i fhortnelss of sarctinn. 
y agreeing with the au- 
thor, I fee net that there applies ta the 
fubje&t under confideration is might 
be perfectly applicable to the ancient go- 
vernments, they had no idea of 


ceprefentation, or different checks in the 
legiflature or adminiftration of govern- 
ment :—But in the propofed Conftitu- 
tion, the pas of the whole govern- 
ment are limited to certain national ob- 
jeéts, and are accurately defined—and 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives here is but 
one branch of the fyftem, aad can do 
nothing of itfelf—Monicfquieu mutt 
bave had.in his mind. the Epittates of 
Athene, or the Dictators of Rome, bat 
certainly no fuch obfervations can have 
weight in confidering things fo effential- 


+ dy different :-—-But, fir, gentlemen have 


faid thar annual elections were neceflary 
¢o the prefervation of liberty, and that in 
proportion as a people lengthens the 
time which the reprefentative held his 
office, they loft their liberties, and that 
all writers have agreed im this. I may 
be miltaken, but i know no fuch thing 
as a reprefentation of the people in 

of the amcient repudlicks—in Engl 
from whence we receive many of out i- 
deas on this fubje&t, King John cove- 
nanted with hie people to fummons cere 
tain claffes of men @p Parliament—by 
the conititution of that country, the king 
alone can convoke, and he alone, before 
the revolution, could diffolve the Parli- 
ament--but in the reign of William IIT. 
the patriots obtained an aé limiting the 
duration of Parliaments to three vears—— 
but foon after, a Farliament then fitting 
and near expiring, acebellion broke out, 
and the tories and Jacobites were gain- 
ing firength to fwpport the pretender's 
claim to the crown .—Had they diffoly- 
ed themfelves, and a new parliament 
been convoked, probably many. of the 
vety opponents to the ment mi 
have been eleGted. In that cafe ed 
might have effeted Ly law, what they 
in vain attempted by arms... The Par- 
liament, therefore, extended their dura- 
tion from triennial to fepseanial ; this 
was acquieiced in by the people, and the 
acm Parliament fanctified the adi—no e- 
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ee 

vil, but great good, has been fuppofed to. 
follow from their duration being thus ex- 
tended—-and if Montefquiew, and Doftor 
Adams, thick the Britith Conftitution fo 
ett, how much greater muft be our 
ity, when we refic& that our repre- 
fentation is equal; that the powers of 
pre, argue are fo limited, and the 
checks fo nicely appointed. If there be 
a reprefentation of the people in any o- 
ther countries, and annual eleftions 
therein have been confidered as the balis 
of their freedom, I pray gentlemen to 
mention the inftances, I confefs I know 
none, People adopt a pofition which is 
certainly true, viz. that ele&tions ought 
to be frequent—but then, as we have 
been in the cuftom of choofing our re- 
prefentatives annually, we have deter- 
mined annually to be frequent, and that 
biennially, or any longer term than an- 
nual, is not frequent: But if genticmen 
will only pies Ns the obje&s over which 
this government is to have rule and au- 
thority—and the immenfe aud wide ex- 
tended tracts of country ever which the 
reprefentatives are to pafs before they 
reach the feat of goverument, we thali 
be convinced that two years is a fhort 
time for the reprefentatives to hold their 
office—but, fir, we muft confider this 
fubje& with refpect to the general ftruc- 
ture of the Conftitution. The Senate 
reprefents thefovere’gnty of the States— 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives the people 
of the United State. The former have 
alo term in their office, it is then 
capella that that body which reprefents 
the le fhould have a permanence in 
thelr office, to refift any operations of the 
Senate whieh might be injurious to the 
people—if were annual, I {ubmit it 
to the geod fenfe of this houfe whether 
they would. be able to preferve that 
we@ht in the fyfem,.which the Confti- 
tution intended they fhould have, and 
which. is abfolutely neceflary for the ice 

curity of the rights of the people. 

The Hon. Mr. King faid, he would 
not detain the Convention by any exor- 
divm, for the purpofe of obtaining theix 
attention. He declared, however, that 
he. thought the fubjeft maght be freed 
from certain ptejudices conneted with 
its examination, and that thereby the 
queftion might receive a fairer deciton—~ 
this foul be the object of his addgefs. 

The Hon, Gentleman obferved, that 
the Convention would do well to lay.a- 
fide the terms annual or biennial, and 
confider the fubjeét as it could be fup- 
ported by principlese=-much had boca 
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faid of the ap eon g by Pov pg from 
hiftory on this point ; i pre- 
rine | to donk Obithes this was the 
cafe. From the continent of Europe he 
believed, that wz could receive no in- 
fruftion; their Parliaments, after the 
overthrow of the Roman Empire, were 
not confirudted upon the principle of a 
reprefentation of the people. ‘The con- 
ueror of a given diftrit of country, 
was, by the feudal fyftem, the prince or 
king of the people within his conquered 
territories ; when he withed the advice 
of any perfons, he fummoned ufually a 
number of his principa! officers, or the 
barons of his kingdoms, to give him 
their counfel ; but ple, or as they 
were degradingly called, the vaffals, 
were never confulted—-this certainly 
cannot be confidered as a oe me 10% 
of the people ; This mode of affembling 
a parliament roe ebtained in the 
early ftages of the Englith hiftory ; but 
thofe who have written on this fghjec& 
agree that their information is very im- 
rfe&t relative to the origin of Englith 
Datiantents ;_ they are not certain who 
compofed the Parliament, how long they 
held their office, or concerning what 
points they were confulted. 

Nothing clear on this fubje& a 
before the 2th century, Magna Charts 
is the foyndation of the imperfect repre- 
fentation of England ; improvements 
have fince been made in favour of the 
mere equal and certain repreféntation of 
the peopie ; but it is ftill extremely im- 
perfect and infecure, Perhaps the 

ple of America are the firft, who 

y the focial compact, ever obtained 

a right to a full and a fair reprefen- 

tation, in making the laws of their 
country, 

If then, continued Mr. K. hiftory can 
afford little or no inftru&ion on this 
fubje&, the Convention muft determine 
the queftion upon its own principles— 
1h Ty ie that the reprefentative 

¢ in office time enough to acquire 

that information wbicb is necifiary pa ald 
aright judgment ; but that the time foould 
not be fo long as to remove from bis mind 
the powerful check upon bis comdu€ that 
Arifes from the frequency of eleftions, 
whereby the people are.enabled. to re- 
Move an unfaithful reprefentative, or to 
continoe a faithful one. AIf the queftion 
is examined by this ft«ndard, perhaps it 
will appear, that an eleétion for two 
pours is fhort enough for a reprefengative 
a Congrefs ; if one year is neceffary for 

® reprefentative to be ufeful in the ftate 





tions, ard where the great duties of ma 
tional fovereignty wi i 


fiant attention. When the: . 
7 sivas of acoleiiy et Mallaeboenaes : 


fir chofen, the country was not fettled § 
more than fifteen or twenty miles from © 
Bofton, they hong bese: ~ offices fog 
one : emigrants from Mafh. | 
choles: pe th api “ 
ver, a n eprefentatives to _ 
meet Pee General Court of that colo. — 
ny only for fix months—Maffachufetn, | 
though her fettlements have extended 
over almoft her whole territory, have con- 
tinued to depute reprefentatives for only 
one year, and Connecticut for only fiz 
months ; but asin each of theft colo. | 
nies, when under the Britith govem- 
ment, the duties of the reprefentati:¢s 
were merely local, the great duties of 
fovereignty being vefted in their king, © 
fo fince the revolution their duties have 
continued local, nee d of Pt —_ 
rities of fovereignty being velted in Ce 
fs. Tt is now - to — 
of Congrefs—this will in- 

pred, ye duties of ihe reprefentatives, 
and they muft have a reafonable time to 
obtain the information neceflary to 2 
right difcharge of their office, 

thas been faid, that eur anedfton 
never relingui "a of annual e- 
le&tions—this is ur—in 1643, the 
colonies of Plymouth, Maffachifetts, 
Conneéticut and Newhaven, united ina | 
confederacy, which lafted aboutgo years; 
nay colony fent two ea = 
their reprefentatives, and by ‘ 
they were to be grog eleéted ; About * 
the year 1650, the General Court of © 
Maffachufetts inftruéted their commif- | 
fioners to propofe that the eleétions, in- 
ftead of being annual, fhould be only | 
once in three years. ‘The alteration did 
not take place, but the anecdote proves, 
that our anceftors have not had ap u- 
niform predile€tion far annual elac- 
tions, 

Mr. K. concfuded by obferving, that - 
on acandid examination of this quel 
tion, he prefumed, that the Conftitution 
would not be objeéted to on accountof _ 


the biennial elestion of the haule of Te | 


prefentatives. 


on Connetticut Ri. 














» Judge Dana. The intention of my rifing, 
es ae aequiefce with the geatleman from 
Newburyport, in favour of the 

dicnnial cleftions of our federal entatives. 
From thy own experience, J think them 
ferable to annual eleftions. I have, fir, 
gentiemen in Congrefs, and delegates from 
this ftate too, fitting in that hon. body with- 


out a voice=-without to optn their 
mouths, or lift up cheir ae when matters 
of the higheft importance to their ftate have 
been under conGderation. | have feen mem- 
bers in Congrefs, for the {pace of three 
months, without power, fir, waiting for evi- 
dence of their reeleGtion. Annual ecleions, 
fir, are not long enough in fo great a conti- 
nent. They keep ‘he members always tra- 
velling about ; and 4am of ofinion, that e- 
feétions for two years are in so way fubver- 
five of the libertiesof ae om ey I, Gir, am 
one @f the people, thank God! and am hap- 
py in having an opportunity of exprefling my 
perfonal fatisfaction of fuch elections. For 
thefe, and a wariety of other reafons, Mr. D. 
fuggefted that he thought this ftate ought to 
be the firit to,adopt this method of election. 

The Hon. Mr. White fill thought thar 
Congrefs might perpetuate theméelves, and 
fo reign emperours over. us. 

Hon. Mr. Gorbom obferved (in continua. 
tion of Mr. Dana’s obfervation) that there 
was not now a Congrefs. although the time 
ef their meeting had confderably elapfed. 
Rhodeifland, Conne@icut, and feveral other 
fates, had aot gone on 5 that there was now 
enly five tates inCongrefs, when there ought 
to have been thirteen two moaths ago. 

Mr. Carnes rofe to confirm it, and accord- 
fngly read part of a letter from the Hon. Mr. 
Oris, the pripest of which was, that there 
was much bufmefs to do---that only five 
ftates were reprefented, and that the proba- 
bility of an Indian war, &c. evinced the great 

eceffity of thé eftablifhment of an efficient 
federal ernment, which will be the refuitc 
af the adeptian of the p Conttitution. 

Dr. Taylor rofe te anfwer wo objections 
which had been made again& annwal elec- 
tions: The diflance of place was not fo great 
but the delegates t reach Phi hia 
in a fortnight and @ they were anfwerable 
to the their condu&, he thought 
at would prevent a wacandy ; and concluded 
dy faying he did not conceive the arguments 
in favour of diemaial cleAions well founded. 


Weonespay, Janvary 16. 

The 2d paragraph of the ad. fect, of the 1& 
art. was read at the table=-a defultory eon- 
verfation enfued on the mode of conduéting 
the difcuffion—it was again agreed, thatina 
the debate om any paragraph gentiemea 
might difeufs any ether part be might fup- 
pote had relation to that under confideration. 
Mr. Pierce [from Patridgeficld} after 
ccading the 4th fe. withed to know the o- 
pinion of gentlemen on it---as Congrefs ap. 
peared thereby to have a power to reguiate 
the time, place, and manner, of tid Be 





tions. In refpett to the manner, faid Mr. P. 
fappofe the legMature of this ftate thould 
pretcribe, that the choice of the Federal Re- 
prefentatives fhould be in the fame manner 
vas that of Governour-ea majority of ail the 
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votes in the fate being necefiary to make it 
fucth—~and Congrefs thould deem it an im- 
proper manacr---and thould order that it be, 
as practifed in feveral of the fouthern Aates, 
where che higheft number of votes make a 
choice—have they not power by this fe. fo 
te do? Again, as to the place, continues Mr. 
P. may not Coagrefs dire@ that the clection 
for Maffachufetts thal) be held in Bofton ; 
and if fo, it is poflible that previows to the e- 
leGtion, a number of el May meet, a- 
gree upon the eight delegates, and propofe 
¢ fame toa few towns in the vicinity, who 

a ing in fertiment, may meet on the day 
° ion, and carry their lift by a major 
vote. He did not, he faid, fay that thie 
would be the cafe ; but he withed to know if 
it wes not a poflible one. As the Federal 
‘Reprefentatives, who are to form the demo- 
eratical part of the general government, are 
te be a check on the Re ntatives of the 
fovereignty, the Senate, he thought the ut- 
mot caution ought to be ufed, to have their 
eleCtions as free at poflible. He obferved, 
that as men had ever been fond of power, 
we muft fuppofe they ever will continue fo, 
and concluded by obierving, that our cautio® 
ought in the prefent cafe to be greater, as by 
the propofed pee et gy no qualification of 
rty was required in a RKeprefentative, 

ind fa Pt be fa the power of forme pecple, 
thereby to choofea bankrupt for the egies 
fentative, in order to give Fach Reprefenta- 
tive employment, or that he miglit make 
laws favourable to fuch a defcription of peo- 

ple. 

Gen. Porter, [from cones | Saye recto 
to obviate the ebjeGions of Mr. Pierce, by 
thewing the almott impofibiity of Congtcfs” 
making a law whereby eight men could be 
elefted as Mr. Piecee had tuppofed---and he 
thought it equally impoffibie for the people 
to choofe a perfon to take care ef their pro- 
perty, who had none himielf. 

r. Bishop rofe and obferved, that by the 
4th feet. Congrefs would be enabled to con- 
troul the eleCions of reprefeatatives: It has 
been faid, fays he, that this power was given 
in order that refractory ftates may be made 
to do their duty: But if fo, fir, why was it 
notfomgentioned ? Lf that was the iqrention, 
he akked Why the claufe did not run thus, 
** The times, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Reprefentatives, 
thall be preferibed in cach ftate by the legifia- 
ture thereof 3 but" if shall refuse 
or negle® fo 29 do, ** Congrefs may, &¢."* 
This, he faid, would admit of na prevari- 
cations 1am, lays Mr. B. for giving Con- 

refs as much power to do good as poifibic. 

t has-been faid, Mr. Prefident, that the 
condu& of Rhodeifand, in recalling its de~ 
legates from Congrefs, has demonftrated the 
neceility of fuch a power being lodged ia 
Congrefs. 1 have been informed by people 
belonging to Rhodeifland, fir, that tharftats 
never kas recalled its delegates from Come 
grets.. I de not believe it has. And Jcall 
upon the gentieman whe mentioned it, to 
authenticate the fac. 

‘The Hon. Mr. King rofe, and affured the 
Convention thet the ftate cf Rhodeifland 

did, by a flemn refolution, fome time Since, 
socal ats debegates from Congreis, 
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The Hon. Mr. Gorbam confirmed what 


* Mr. K. had faid, and added, that during the 


{effion of the Federal Convention, when fe- 


ven ftates only were reprefented in Congrefo, 


application was made by two companies for 
the purchafe of Jands, the fale of which 
would have funk ? or 8 millions of dollars, 
of the.continental debt, and that the mot 
preffing letters were fenton to Rhodeifland 
to fend on its delegates, buc that ftate reful- 
ed---the confequence was, the coatra@ could 
not then be made. ! 
Mr. Bisbop confefled himfelf convinced of 
the faét. He proceeded to obferve ; that if 
the ftates thal! refufe to do their duty, then 
Jet the power be given to Congrefs to oblige 
them todo it, But if they do their duty, 
Conme® ought not to have a power to con- 
trou! elections. In an uncontrouled repre- 
fentation, fays Mr, B, lies the feturity of 
freedom 3 and he thought by this claufe that 
the freedom was f with, - In fad, fays 
he, the moment we give Congrefs this pow- 
er, the liberties of the yeomanry of this 
country ateatanend. Bus he trutted they 
would never give it, and he telt a confolation 


from the reflection. 


The Hon. Mr. Strong followed Mr. Bi 
—and pointed out the nmeceflity there ice 
the 4th feét.—The power, fays he, to regu- 
Jate the eleétions of our federal Reprefenta- 
bry mutt be lodged fomewhere—J know of 

ut two bodies wherein it can be lodged— 
The Legifiatures of she feweral States—and 
the General Congrejs. At the Legiilative bo- 
dies of the States, who muit be fuppofed to 
Jcnow at what time, and in what place and 
manner, the cleGions can beft be held, theuld 
fo appoint them ; it caanot be fuppofed that 
Congrefs, by the power granted by this fee. 
will alter them: But, if the Legiflature of a 
State fhould refufe to make fach regulations 
—the confequence will be, that the Repre- 
fentatives will not be chofen, and the gener- 
al prarens will be diffolved,. In fuch 
eafe, can gentiemen fay, that a power to re- 
medy the evil is not neceffary to be lodged 
fomewhere ? And where can it be lodged but 
in Congrefs ? I will confider its advantage in 
another refpe&t ; we know, Sir, that a acg- 
monte in the appointment of rulers, is the 
aracteriftick of all nations : In this State, 
and fince the eftabliihment of our prefent 
Conttitution, th: ‘firt officers of govern- 
ment have’ been cleéted by lefs than one 
tenth part of the eleCtors in the Stdce. We 
alfo know that our town meetings, for the 
choice of officers, are generally attended by 
an inconfiderable part of the qualified voters. 
People attend fo much to their private in- 
terest, that they are apt to neglell this right. 
Nations have loft their libertics by negiet®- 
ing their privileges—«Coniequently Congrefs 
Ought to have.@a interpofing power to awak- 
en the peo. "*, when thas negligent. Even 
fappofing,<., the provifional claufe fuggeit- 
ed by the worthy geatlenan from Norton, 
thovid be addei—would not Congrefs then 
hethe judges whether the elcétions in the 
feveral States were conflitutional ana pro- 
per ? Jifa, it will then Gand on the fame 
é:vund it now does.—It appears evidentihat 
there muft be a generel power, to regulate 
gomeral cis¢tions. Ccntleman have faid, 


* 


for J] believe a < m the 
who formed ‘gether wat ca 


honelt 
Me. Bishop (aid the great wate 


him was, that the r given by 
fe, was “alimieved—and i did not yet 
gast-oay advantage would arife from its be. 
ing fo. 
"Mr. Cabot (of Beverly) a 
upon the quettion of biennial electi 
fentativesy begged leave to revert 
thar coapenees far as to add to what had 
been faid by others, that We fhould confider 
of the particular bufinefs which that body 
wiil be frequently called upon .to trinf; 
efpecially in the way of revenue; we 
confider that on a queftion of fupplies of 
money - ~ a nee ; ~ a “ 
it wi impofiible for e Reprefen. 
acm to ludge of the expediency or (dees 
diency of fuch fupplies, untilthey thali have 
had time to pecome acquainted with the gen- 
eral fyftem of federal politicks, in its con~ 
nexion of relation to ays p powers——be- 
pra ee the eat of ¢ _ 
nd the propriety or impropriety of grant. 
a Seppliee ifte this be ded a duc atten« 
tion to the eafict way of raifing uch fup- 
plies, it muft appear, that biennial elections 
= as ret as be er am — 
power ¢ reprefentatives, for 
nefit of their conftituents. — 


Ld 3 


Mr. C. then turned to the 4th fe@. now * 


under debate, and faid—-it gives me no pain 
to ~ the pry te Ds a Romer cone 
cerning under. con fder, 

as it evidenc 5 a conviétion in their sialt 
of what I believe tobe true, that a free and 


oundatjon upon which a free government can 
be built, and confequent 
care fhould be taken in laying item 


Sir, one of the people h 
and with their eliaee® I hold “ that the 


right of eleting toreprefent the pete 
ple in the ran poemacaien is an impors 
tant and facred right.” The opinions that 


cfentation is ‘se if not the only, 
y 


have been offered upon the manner in which 


the exercife of -this right is provided for by 
the gti fect. fatisfies me that we are all fo~ 
licitious for the fameend, and that we onl 
differ as to the means of attaining it, an 
for my own part, I confefsthat 1 prize the 
ath fect. as highly as any in the Conttitus 
tion ; Becaufe I confider the democratich 
branch of the national government, the 
branch chofen immediately by the peoples 
as intended to be a check om the federal 
branch, which latter is. not aw immediate 
reprefeatation of the people of America, and 
is not chofen by them, but is a reprefenta- 
tion of the fovercignty of the, individual 
States and its members, delegated by the fe- 
wera! Stave legi#latures, and if the State le~ 
flatares are fuffered to regulate Conciufives 
y the eleétions of the democratick branch, 
they may by fech an interference firt weak) 


that the greate .. 
fhall continve, ~ 
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en, andat latt deftroy that check---they 


may at fist diminifh, and finally annihilate 
that controul of the al government, 
which the people ou always to have 


in my mind 
sient an any in © Conftitution. 

Mr. Parfoas contended for the vefting in 
Congrefs. powers contained in the 
fedt. not only as thofe powers were a- 
ry for preferviag the union, but alfo for fe- 
curing to the people their equal rights of 
election--He confidered the fabjeet very ful- 
ly, but we are able to give our readers very 
im y the heads of his fpeech.---In 
the Congrefsy ae ens De: fovereignty of the 
States oe ane fen “ the aoe yo eg 
balance thelr power, and to give 
a @eitable and efficient dick upon them, 
the federal reprefentatives are introduced 
into Congrefs---The legifiatures of the fe- 
veral States ate the conftituents of the 
Senate, aad the people are the conftituents 
of the reprefentatives---Thefe two branches 
therefore, haye different conftituentsy and 
as they are defigned as mutual checks upon 
each other, @ ye ‘eens ce re hgipenes 

ers, there wi uent es and 
ent between thom. The Seabte 
will with to controul, deprefs, and render 
inefficient, the reprefentatives---The fame 
difpofition in the reprefentatives towards 
the Senate, will produce like exertions 
on their part---The Senate will call u 
their conftituents the legiflacures for aid«-- 
The reprefentatives will look up to the peo. 
ple for fupport. If, therefore, the 
of making and altering the regulations de- 
fined in this fe€tion are vetted abfolutely in 
the legiflature, the reprefentatives will very 
foon be reduced to an undue dependence up- 
on the Senate, becaufe the power of in- 
fluencing and controuling tic election of the 
reprefentatives of the people, will be ex- 
erted without controu! by the conftituents 
of the Senatorss He furt obferved, that 
there was much lefs danger in trufting thefe 
powers in Congrefs, than in the State ligifla- 
tures. For if the federal reprefentatives 
withed to introduce fuch regulations as 
would fecure to them their places, and 2 
continuance in office, the federal Senate 
would never cenfent, becaufe it would in- 
creafe the influence and check of the repre- 
fentatives ; and on the other hand, if the 
Senate were aiming atregulations to increafe 
their own influence by deprefling the ree 
prefentatives, the confent of the latter ne- 
ver would be obtai 
lations would ever obtain the confent of 
branches of the legiflature, but fuch as 
not efte& their mutual rights, and the ba 
lance of government, and thofe regulations 
would be forthe benefit of the people. But a 
ftate iegiflature, under the infiuence of their 
Senators, who would have their fulleft con- 
fidence, or under the influence of ambitious 
ot popular charaGters, or in times of popyiar 
commotion, and when faction am| party 
fpiritrun h wou! imtreduce fuch regu. 
lations as would render the rights of the 
people infecure and of little volue. They 
might make an unequal and partial divitiea 


and no other regu-" 
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of ee State into diftridts for Ps Wettig 
° reprefentatives, ort mi, even dif. 
qualify ove thie of the deans Without 
powers in Congrefs, can 
haveno remedy: But the 4th fect, provides 
a remedy---A Controuling power in a le- 
gece. compofed of fenators and repre- 
tatives of twelve States, without the 
influence of our commotions ‘and féttions 
who willhear impartially, and preferve an 
reftore to the people their equal and facred 
rights of ele€tion. Perhaps it then will be 
ome that from the fuppofed oppofition 
of interefts in the federal mere they 
may  mever agree upon any fregulatious ; 
but regulations neceffi r the interefts 
ef the people can never be oppofed to the 
interefts of either of the branches of the fe- 
deral legiflature, becaufe the interefts of 
the poe require that the mutual powers 
of that legifiature fhould be preferved un- 





im in otder to balance the govern- 
ment. {ndeed, if the Congres could never 
on any regulations, then certainly no 
Objection to the ath fect. can remain, for the 
regulations introduced by the State legifla- 
tures will be the governing rule of éleCtions, 
until Congrefs can agree upon alterations. 

Mr. Wedzery, indilbed that we had a right 
to be jealous of our rulers ; who ought ne- 
ver tohave a power which they could abufe. 
The 4th fe&t.ought to have gone further-- - 
it ought to have had the provifion in it 
mentioned by Mr. Bithop---there would 
then be a mutual check---and he ftill with- 
ed it to be further explained. 

The Hon. Mr. White {2id we ought to be 
jealous of rulers. All the godly men we 
read of, have failed---nay, he would not 
truft a “* flock of Mofefes.’’---If wegive 
up this feat. fays he, there is nothing left. 
Suppofé the Congrefs thould fay, that none 
fhould be eletors but thofe worth 50 or an 
1001. fterl. gamnot they do it. es, fays 
he, they can, andif any lawyer (alluding to 
Mr. Parfons) can beat me out of it, I will 
give him 10 guineas. 

Col. Jones (of Briffol) thought, by this 

er to regulate elections, Congrefs might 
themfelves in to all duration. 

he Rev. Mr. Perley withed Mr. Gerry 

might be aiked fome queftions on this fec- 

tion, [But Mr. Gerry was not in the Houje.} 

Mire Fones [of Boffon} faid, it was not right 
to argue 3 Poffibility of the abufe of any 
wméajure, agdinft its adoption. ‘The power 
age te Congtefs by the 4th feét. fays he 

Sanccefary power---it will provide againt 
iegbgence, and dangerous defigns. The 
and Reprefentatives of this State 
Mr. Prefident, are now chofen by a {mal 
number of cledors 3 and it is likely we thal] 
ane equally as negliggnt of our federal ¢- 
jons : Or, Sir, a State gay refufe ta 
fend to Congrefs+ its reprefentatives, ag 
Rhodeifland has done. ‘Thus we fee its new 
ceflity. To fay that the power may be abuf 
ed---is faying what will apply to all power, 
The frdcral reprefentatives will reprefent 
the people---they will be che peopie---and it 
is not probable they will abufe themfelves, 
Mr. J, concluded with repedting, that the 
arguments again‘t this power could be urged 
again& any powes whatever: 
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De. Jervis. Man 
a from che right of regulating ele@tiona, by 
the - fet. being invefted in the federal 
head, that the ers of wrefting this ef. 
Fential privilege from the people would be e- 
qually delegated ; But it appeared to him, he 
4aid, that hee is a very material —* 
$n the two cafes---for however poffible it 
gnay be that this controuling authority may 
abufed, it by no means followed, that 
refs in any fituation could frip the 
of their right to a dire@t reprefenta- 
¥ion---if he could believe in this he thould 
adil join in fentiment with gentlemen on 
ake siker de of thé houfe, that this feé, 
alone would be a fufficient objection to the 
Conktitution itfelf. The right of election, 
Founded on the principle of equality, was, 
he faid, the bafison which the whole juper- 
RroGture was erected ; this right was in- 
herent in ‘the people---it was unajienable in 
$ts nature, and it could mot be dettroyed 
without prefuming a power to fubvert rhe 
conftjtution of which this was the princi- 
ple; and by recurring to the 2d se@. it would 
appear that “* reprefentatives and dire® 
taxes fhall be apportioned among the fever- 
ul States according to their refpective num- 
bers ;" it equally appeared that 40,000 in- 
habitants were intitied to fend a reprefenta- 
five, and that wherever this number was 
found they wauld have a right to be repfe- 
fented in the federal legifiacure : If ik was 
argued that Congrefs might abufe their pow- 
er, and by varying the eee of eleétion, 
diftrefs the people, it could only be objerg- 
ed, that fuch a wanton abufe could not be 
fuppoted : But if it could go to the annihi- 
ation of the right, he contended the people 
would not fubmite——He confidered the 
Conftitution as an elective democracy, in 
which the fovereignty ftill refted in the peo- 
le, and he by no means coyld belicve that 
ghis article was fo alarming da its nature, or 
Mangerous in itstendency, as many gentle- 

men had fuppofed. 

Mr. Holmes, in the reply to Dr. Farvis; 
Said, the worthy genclemen’s fuperftruCture 
smuft fal] to the ground---for the Conftitu- 
tion does not provide, that every 30,000 
Shall fend a reprefentative---but that it thali 
mot exceed one for every 30,000. 

{ Adjourned: ) 


Tuonrspar, A.M. January 17, 1788. 
The 4th fect. fill under deliberation. 

Hon. Mr. Turner. Mr. Prefident, 1 am 
leafed with the ingenuity of fome gentlemen 
in defence of this fe&t. lam fo imprefied 
‘with the love of our liberty fo dearly bought, 
chat I heartily acquicfce incom ulfory aws 
for the people ought ‘to be obliged to at~ 
tend to their intereft, But ido not with to 
give Congrefs a power which they can abufe 
e~and, 1 with to know whether fuch a pow- 
er is ‘not contained. in this fe@ion ¥ Ithink it 
is. I now proceed, Sir, to the confideration 
of an idea, that Congtefs may alter the place 
for chufing reprefenratives in the general 
Congrefs—they may order that it may be at 
the gra of a State, and by their influ- 
ence, may there prevail that perfons may 
be chofen, who otherwife would not by 


seafon that 3 part of the qualificd voters ia 





gentlemen have infer~ 





art of the State, would he fo incommod 
jabs ol as to be debarred ed 
much asif they were bound at home. 
fo, fuch a circumftance would. militate a. 
gainit the Confticution—which allows 


man to yote. Altering the place will put it 


fo fat in the power of refs, as 
reprefentatives chofen will not be 
and genuine reprefentatives of the 
nee gh . = Cc snore pebehird as 
they are fo far are 

theif rights, and the choice will be made in 
an irregular and unconftictutional manner, 


When this alteration is made by Congrefome 
\eetion weil be 


aft 


may we not fuppofe whofe ree 
provided for? Would it not be for thot whe 
were chofen before ? The great law of feif. 
prefervation will prevail. It is truc, they 
might, onetime in an hundred, provide for a 
friend, but moft commonly for themfelves, 
Bue however honourable the Convention 
wnay be who 
is a genuine power for Congrefs to ° 
ate themfclyese~a 
exceptionably exercifed in any cafe whatever? 
Knowing the n ous nity hear defign- 
ing men are prone to,to fecure their election, 
and perpetiate themfelves it is my 

with, that a rotation may be provided for. 
I refpe& and revere the Convention who 
penne this Wes she weg re heoine? = 

¢ power given ongreis may b€ more pa 

atable, aap x eget pleafed to hold 
up the idea, that we may be bictt with fober, 
folid, upright meninCongrefs, 1 with that 
we may be favoured wita fuch rulers; butt 
fear they will not all, if moft, be the bef 
moral or political characters. It givetme 
paine and J believe it gives pain to o 

hus to characterize the country in which 
wasborn. J will endeavour to guard againit 
any injurious refleCtions againft my fellow 
eae sed Gar mutt — their true 
chara@ters, and if I reprefent them 

lam willing to make conceffions. chink 
that the operation of paper money, and the 
practice of privateering, have produced a 
gradual decay of morais—introduced pride 
—ambition—cnvy—luft of power--- 

eda decay of patriotifm, andthe love of 
commutative juftice; and I am apprehen- 
five thefe are the invariable coacommitants 
of the luxury, in which we are unble 
involved, almoft to our total deftruétion. Ie 
the lower ranks ef people, luxury and ava- 
rice operate to the want of publick duty and 
the payment of debts. Thefe demon 

the neceffity of an cnergetick government: 
As people become ntore luxurious, they be- 
come more incapacitated of governing thems 
Keives, And are we not for A erp 
alike prince: But oe it thould 

pen, that the adminiftrators of this 

tution fhonld be preferable to the corrupt 
mafs of the people, in point of manners) 
morals and rectitud wer will give akeea 
edge to the principles f have mentionéd.--- 
Ought we not, then, to put all checks and 
controuls on governours for the publick fafe- 
ty: Therefore, inftead of giving 

powers they may not abufe ; we © to 
withhold our‘hands from granting fuck, a8 
muff be abufed if exercifed. This is agente 
ral obfervations--Bat te the point .---At 


from their Fightar’ | 


propot:d this article, I think ie © 


power that cannot be us. 
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the time of the reftoration, the people of 
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and the dangers to which this dear coentry is 

wo y any ery agg - 
nited States cannot prevailon my- 
felf co adopt ‘ pate ap which wears the 
face of power, without examining it, Re- 
linquifhing an bair'’s breadth in a conftitu- 
tion is a great deal---for by {mail s has 
liberty in all nations, been wrefted from the 


- hands of the vg apt I know great 


powers 
are neceffary to to Congrefs, but I 
with they may be malt ueaadeds 
j Sumner, remarking on Gen. Thomp- 
fon's frequent exclamation o/ *O! my coun- 
try 1? fre? rom an épprehenfion tha‘ 
the Conftitution would be adopted, faid, that 
ex might be ufed with greater propri- 
ety, thould this Convention reject it. ‘The 
Hon. Gentleman then proceeded to demon- 
ftrate the neceffity of the 4th feét.—che ab- 
furdity of the fuppofitien, that Congrefs 
would remove the places of election to re- 
mote parts of the States ;---combated the 
idea, that Sengets would, when chofen, aét 
as bad as ---and concluded by atking 
if a war take piace---(and it was fup- 
pofable,) if France and Holland fhould fend 
an army to collet the miilions of livres 
they have lent us in thetimeof our diftrefies 
and that army fhould be in poffeffion of the 
feat of government of any particular State, 

{as was the cafe when Lord Cormugallis ra- 
vaged Carolina) and the ftate iflature 
could not appoint the elections, is not a 
power to provide for fuch elections neceffary 
to be lodged in the general Congrefs ? 
Pag 5 ieee denied the oa ana of 

re Jarvis (that every [a90 ons can 
pre for i eeteetaieeh be rok, as the 
Conftitution provides, that the number sbe// 
not exceed one to every 30,000---it did not 
follow, he thought, that the 30,cco shell e- 
let one. But admitting that they havea 
right tochoofe one~--we will fuppofe Con- 

refs fhould order an election to be in Botton 

n January, and from the fearcity of money, 
&c. not a fourtir part could attend---would 
not three quarters of the people be deprived 
of their right? 

Rev. Mr, West. I rife to exprefs ray 
aftonifhment at the arguments of fome gen- 
tlemen againft this fection '—~ They have only 
ftarted poffible objeCtions—I with the gentle- 
men would thew us, that what they fo much 
deprecate is probable. Is it probable that 
we thall choofe men to ruin us? Are we to 
obje& to all governments; and becaufe 
power may be abufed, fhail we be reduced to 
anarchy and @ ftate of nature * What bind- 
ers our ftate legiflature from abufing their 
power? They may violate the Cenftitution 
they may levy taxes oppreffive and into- 
lerable, to the amount of all our property. 
An argument which proves too much, it is 
faid, proves nothing. Some fay, Congrefe 
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te eet 
remove the place of cledtions to the 
of Southcarolina; this is inconfitent 
the words of the Conftitution, which 
fays, ** that ebe eleétions frail be sed im 


on the gentlemen formed it: Can we, 
Sir, fappofe vag Poway fo vile, as to 
secommend an article fo dangerous? Surely 
who argue thefe ilities, thew 
have a very weak ca That we 
ali be free from paffions, prepoffeffions 
and party ba I fincerely bope, otherwife 
reafon will no effe&t——-I hope there are 
none here but who are open to convidtion, as 
it is the furett method to gain the fuffrage of 
your confeiences. The Hon, Gentleman 
from Scituate has told ys, that the people of 
England, at the reftoration, en account of the 
inconveniences of tbe confused flate of she Come 
monwealth, ran mad with loyalty. Mf the 
gentleman means to apply this to us, we 
ought to adopt this Conftitation—for if the 
people are rumsing mad after an energetick 
government, it is beft to ftop now, as by his 
rule they may run further and get a worfe one ; 
therefore the gentleman's arguments turn 
right again bimfelf. Is it poffibie that im- 
perfe& man can inake a perfe conftitution ’ 
that a frame of government can be devifed by 
fuch weak and trail creatures, but what mut 
favour of that weaknefs ? Though there are 
fome things that I do not like in this Coh-~ 
ftitution, yet I think irneceffary that it thould 
be adopted. For may we not rationally con- 
¢lude, that the perfons we thall chufe to admi- 
nifter it, will be in genera! good men. 
(Gen. Taomrson. Mr. Prefident, I 
have frequently heard of the abilities and 
the fame of the learned and reverend gen- 
tleman jaft fpeaking, and now 1 am witnels 
to them: But, Sis, onething furprifes me— 
it is, to hear the worthy gentleman iofinu- 
ate chat our federal rulers will undoubtedly 
be good men, and that therefore we have lit- 
tle to fear from their being intrufted with all 
power—This, Sir, is quite contrary to the 
common langeage of the clergy, who are 
continually reprefenting mankind as repro- 
bate and deceitful, and that we really grow 
worfe and worfe day after day. 1 really be- 
lieve we do, Sir, and I make no doubt to 
prove it. before I fit down, from the old teft- 
ament. When ! confider the man that flew 
the lion and the bear, and that he was a man 
after God's ows beart, when 1 confder hie 


gg 


fon, bleft with a// wifdem—and the errours. 


they fell into, I extremely doubt the infal- 
libility of human nature. Sir, 1 fulpe® 
my own heart, and I thall fufpect our rulers. 

Dr. Hot row thought this paragraph new 
ceflary to 3 complete {yftem of government. 
[ But the Hon. Gentleman fpoke fo low that 
we could nat bear bim diftinétly rbrovgbout.] 

Capt. Swow. It hasbeen faid Mr. ['re- 
fident, that these is too moth power delégat- 
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pm by the feétion under confi- 
doubt it; F think power 
hinge on which the whole con (titution turns. 
Gentlemen have talked about Congrefs mov. 
ing the place of cisttions from Georgia to 
the Mohawk river, but I mever ean believe 
it.<—J will ventare to conjeCture we thall 
have fome hone men'in ovr Congrefs. We 
read that there were two who brought a good 
report, Caleb and Jofhua—Now, if there are 
bet two in Congrefs who are honcit men, 
and ee thould eee to do Spat 
gentlemen fay they will, (which will be bj 
Sieafea) tony will tod ort of it—and I 
Mand ready to leave my wife 2nd family— 
Ging my knapfack—trave! weft ward—to cut 
‘their heads off. I, Sir, fince the war, have 
had commerce with Gx different nations of 
che globs, and I have enquired in what efti- 
mation America is held—-and if I may be- 
lieve good, honeft, eredible men, I find this 
country held in the fame-light by foreign na- 
tions, as a well behaved negro is, in a gentle- 
man's family. Sappofe, Mr: Preficent, ? 
had a chance to make a good voyage, but F 
tie my Captain ap to fuch fri orders, that 
he can go to no other ifland to fell my vefiel, 
aithough there is a certainty of his doing 
well—cthe confequence is, he returns, but 
makes a bad voyage, becaufe he had not 
power enough to act his judgment— (for ho- 
set men do right)—Thus, Sir, Congrefs 
cannot fave us from deftru@ion, becavfe we 
tie’ their hands and give them no power; (I 
chink people have lof their privileges by not 
improving them) and I like this power being 
vefted in Congrefs as well as any paragraph 
In the Contitution—for as the man is ac- 
countable for his condu&, Ithink there is no 
@aiger.——Now, Mr. Prefident, to take all 
things into confideration, fomething more 
mitt be faid, to convince me to the contrary 
than what ] have yet heard. 

[Several erber gentiemen went largely inte 
the debate om the 4b fe?.—twhich :bofe in fa- 
wour of it demonfirated ta be neceffary.—F ist, 
as it may be ufed to corre a negligence in e- 
lefions. Secondly, as it will prevent the dif- 
Solution of sbe government, by defigning and 
vefra&ory Statese’ Thirdly, es it coil! ope 
rate as a check, in favour of the people againft 
any défigns of toe federal Senate, and their 
vonZituents, the State legifiatures, to deprive 
the pecple of their right of eieFion, and tourth- 
ly, a3 it provides a remedy for the ewi!, fhould 
any State, by inwafion, or other cau/y not 
bavwe it in vie wr to appoint a placc, where 
tbe titizems thereof may meet to.chufe their fee 
‘deral Reprefentativves, Thofe againfi it urge 
ed that the power is unlimitted, and unrecejja- 
ry? But baving entered fo largely into the de- 
bate on this fe. already, we mufomit thems} 

The 2d paragraph of the 2d feat. of the 
fr article was reverted to—and fome debates 
had thereon—Gen. Thompfom thought there 
fiould have been fome qualification of pro- 
perty in a Reprefentative, for lays he, when 





“Flom Mr. Sefywich fas@, hat this obje- 
Ce roe cet ca men whe 
P 
ared. fo fren toad 
‘the people Mthould withto caelede hao 


federal government a good man, becaufe he 


was not a rich one, 


Mr. King faid, that geatlemen had made 


it a queftion—why a qualification of proper~ 
ty ina Rinehotant & i 


omitted—and that 
abey thought the provifion of foch a : 
cation necefiary—he thought teers te 


never knew Gist property sey oh indes to a) 9 


bilities :—We fee men, faid be, wha 

though deititu@ of property, are fuperiour, 
in knowledge and re@itude.” ‘The men wha 

have moh injured the coustty, have mof 

commonly beenrich men. Such a qualifi- 

ation was propofed in Convention; bet by 

the delegates of Matfachufetts, it was coatefte 

ed that it should aot obtain. . He obferved 
that no fuch qualification is required by the. 
confeceration. In reply to Gen. Thompfea's 

quettion, why difqualification of age was not 

added—the Hon. gentleman faid, that it 

would not extend to all parts of the conti- 

nentalike. Life, fays he, in agreat meafure, , 
depends on climate. Whatin the fouthern 

States would be accounted Jong /ife—would 

be but the meridian in the northern—what . 
heré is the time of ripened judgment, its old 

age there. Therefore the want of fuch a 

difqualification, cannot be made an objection 

to the Coaftitution. 


read, , 
Mr. King rofe to explain it. There has, 
fays he, been much mifconception of this 
fection. It.isa principle of thisConftitytion, 
that reprefentation and taxation thould go. 
handinhand, This paragraph ftates, that . 
the numbers of free perfons fhall be determin- 
ed, adding to the whole number of free pers 
fons, including thofe bouad to fervice for 
terms,and excluding Indians not ta three 
fifths of all other perfons. Thefé perfons 
are the flaves. By this rule was reprefentae - 
tives and taxation to be apportioned. And 
it was adopted, becaufe it was che language 
of all America, According to the confed- 
eration, ‘ratified in 1781, the fums for the 


general welfare and defence, thould be ape . ° 


portioned according to the furyeyed lands, 
and improvements thereon, In feveral 
States. But that it hath never been in the . 
power of Congrefs to follow that rule; the 
returns from the feveral States being fo very 
imperfeet. 


Dr. Taylor thought that the number.of 


members to be chofen for the Houfe of Re- - 


The whole 


prefentatives, was too fmalli. 


union was intitied to fend but 65; wherees . 
by the old confederation, they fend 91a t+ 
duction of 30 percent. He had heard it. 
objeéted, that if a larger number was @nt, 
the Houle would be enwieldy. He thought 
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The-third paragraph of the ad fect. being. 
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bout one on a*poll; and by this en- 
custha, $6 talanaiia totes Gilt of the Com- 
would be 


monwealth ted, The dif. 
trefles of the people would thereby be more 
fully known and relieved. 


Mr. Weagery alked, if a boy of Gx years 
of age, was to be confidered as a free perfon. 

Mr. King, in anfwer, {aid all perfons born 
free were to beconfidered as free men—and 
to make the idea of taxation by number more 
intelligible, faid, that 5 negro children of 
Southcarolina, aré to pay 28 much tax as the 
three Governours of Newhampihire, Maffa- 
chufetts, and Cenneéticut. 

Mr. Gorbam, thought the propofed fed. 
much in favour of Maffachufetts—and if it 
operated againft eny State, it was Pennfyl- 
vania, becaufe they have more white perfons 
bound than any other, Mr, G. corretted 
an obfervation of Dr. “Taylor's, that the 
States now fend 91 tes to Congrefs— 
which wes not the cafe. The States do 
not he faid, fend ‘near that pumber—and 
inftanced Maffachufetts, which fends but 4. 
He concluded by faying that the Conftitu- 
tion provides for an increafe of members, as 
numbers inc that in 50 years there 
will be 360—M 100 years 14 or 1500—if 
the Conftitution lait fo long. 

udge Dana, remarking on the affertion 
that the number of feceral Reprefentatives 
was fo fall aa to endanger the liderties of 
the people, faid, that this State was at liber- 
ty to fend 7 members to Congrefs, and 
though as many have been ecle&ted, the Le- 
gillatere had never yet thought oroper to 
fend more than four, and that liberty had 
not been endangered thtreby. The Hon. 
Gentleman drew a paraile! between the eaft- 
ern and fouthern States, and fhe wed the in- 
juftice done the former, by the prefent mode 
of apportioning taxes, according to furveyed 
land and improvements ; and the confequent 
advantage therefrom to the latter ; their pro- 
perty not lying in improvements, in build- 
ings, &t. Inaenlytothe remark of fome 
acotlemen, that the fouthern States were 
tavovred im this mode of spportionment, by 
Raving 5 of their negroes fet again® 4 per- 
fons in the eaftern, the Hon. Judge obferved, 
that the negroes of the fouthern States, work 
no longer than when the eye of the driver is 
on them. Can, atked he, that land flourith 
like this, which is cultivated by the hands of 
freemen? And are net three of thefe inde- 
pendent freemen of more real advantage to a 
State, tham five of thofe poor flaves ? As a 
friend toequal taxation, he rejoiced that aa 


“wey of every 
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qpemtvely nee tedin this Confitus 
» to change this unjuft mode of appor- 
tionment : Indeed, concluded he, from afur- 

ree of the Cenftitutian, he 
thought it, the that the wifdom of men 
could fuggeft. 

Mr. Nafon remarked on the flatemcnt of 
the Hon. Mr. King, by faying that the 
Hon. Geatleman thould have gone further 5 
and thewn us the other fide of the que‘tion 
—Itisa rule that works bath ways— 
and the lemen thould alfo have told as, 
that three of eur infants in the cradle, ace to 
berated as high as five of the working ne- 
groes of Virginia. 

Mr, Raxpat begged leave to an{fwer g 
remark of the Hon. Mr. Dana, which he 

he refle€led on the barrennefs of the 
foythern ftates—He fpoke from his own per- 
ional knowledge, he faid, and he could fay, 
that the land in general in thofe @ates was 
preferable to any he ever faw. 
udge Dana tole to fet the centieman 
right, he faid it was net the gueliry of the 
land, but the manzer of tilling it, that he al, 
luded tos 


FRIDAY, Jan. 19,1738. A. M. 

The 34. par. of the ad fet. of art. 1. fill 
under conSdexjtion. 

Hon. Mr. Dat tow opened the conver- 
fation with fome remarks on Mr. Randal's 
poStive aflertionsef the fertility of the fouth- 
ern ftates—-who faid from his own obferva- 
vation, and from accounts he had feen which 
were better, he could fay that the penrieman’s 
remark was not perfectly accurate—the hon, 
gentleman fhewed why it was sot fo-—by 
ftating the inconfiderable product of the Jand 
-~—which, though it might in part be owing 
to the faithlefinefs and ignorance of the faves 
who cultivate it, he faid, was in a greater 
smcafure owing to the want of Sear: in the 
foil. 

Mr. Ranpat. Mr. Prefident, I rife to 
make an obfervation on the fuggettion of the 
Hon, Gentiemas from Newbury! have, 
Sir, travelled ifito the Southern Spates, and 
fhould be glad to compare our knowledge on 
the fubje&t together. In Carolina, Mr, 
Prefident, if they do not get more than 20 er 
30 buthels of corn from an acre, they think 
ita fmall crop—on the low lands they fome- 
times get 40.. I hope, Sir, thefe great men 
of eloquence and learning will not try to 
make arguments to m@ke this Conftitution 
go down, right or wrong. An old faying, 
Sir, is, that a good thing does not need praifing 5 
but, Sir, it takes the be(t men in the Seate 
to glofs this Confticution, which they fay is 
the beft that kuman wildom can invent.— 
In praife of it, we hear the Rev. Clergy 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, and the 
ableftt Lawyerc, exerting their utmoft abili- 
ties. Now, Sir, fuppofe all. this artillery 
turned the other way, and thefe great men 
would {peak half as much againft it, we might 
complete our bufincfs, an¢ go heme in & 








ae 


rat 





See, hie M 


aw 








we 
Ee 
2 cmpreecannine yy 


ot ae phe TE i, cas PRIA 
— 
me 





- 
ae oe 


a ae 
one ae a Se aes 
= - 


Str? nahin oS a ; 
— 


PvruD> 
ch 








here to difcharye his duty to his conftituents, 
and I hope none wll Be bia by the bet 
give we are not aétihg for our: 
: 1 think Congrefs deght to have 
hee re hoglaest opting) ab ace g| 
what it is, let a more able man than 
tell us. 
4 preneriaage stb sete ceed 
many objections paragraph 
wnder confideration. thought them 
wholly anfounéed ; that the black inhabi- 
tants of the Southern States muft be confids 


ered either as end as fo much proper- 
be in the of fo many freemen ; 
the latter, why fhould they not be whol- 


ly reprefented? Our own State laws afd 
conttiitution would lead us te confider thofe 
Dlacks as: freemen, and fo indeed would our 
own ideas of natural juftice: If then they 
are freemen, they might fofm an equal ba- 
fis for fentation as though they were all 
white inhabitants.—In either view, there- 
fore, he could not fee that the Northern 
States would fuffer, but dire@ly the contra- 
sy. He thought, however, that gentitemen 
would do well to conne€t che pailage in dif- 
pute with another article A&A the Conftites 
tien, that permits Congrefs, in the year 1808, 
wholly to prohibit the importation of faves, 
and in the mean time to impofe a duty of 
ten dollars a head on fuch blacks a3 thould 
be imported before that period. . Befides, by 
the new Conftitution, every particular Srate 
is left to its ewn option totally to prohibit 
the intro¢du@tion of flaves into its own terria 
tories. What could the Convention do 
more?—The members of the Southera 
States, like ourfelves, have their prejudices. 
It waald not do to abolith Mlavery, by an a& 
of Congrefs, in a moment, and fo deftroy 
what our fouthern brethren cuniider as 

opertys But we may fay, that although 

avery is not fmittea by aa apoplexy, yet it 
has received a miostql woul and will die of 
a confumption. : 

Mr. D. faid that the parag.,in debate re- 
fated only to the rule of apportioning inter= 
nal taxes—but geatlemen had gone into a 
confideratien of the queftion, whether Cons 
grefs thould have the power of laying and 
gollefting fuch taxes; which he thought 

‘would be more properly difeufled under the 
feétion relative to the Powers of Congrefe 
But as objeCtions had been fuggetted—the 
anfwers might be hinted as we went along. 
By the old articles, faid he, Congrefs havea 
right to afcertaic what fums are neceflary for 
the union, and to appropriate the fame-—but 
have no authority to draw fech monies from 
the States. The States are under an ben 
oxrary obligation to raife the monies-—~bat 
Congrefs cannot compel 2 compliance with 
the obligation ; fo long as we withold that 
authority from Congrefs fo long we mty be 
Sid to give it to ether nations—Let us cons 


: and Have lent us 





; Congrefs cannot 
toliett it-—If any one State thall difobey 
oDetsh ee tet le kL 


In addition to this, 
ing this inatitity of Congrefs, have on that 
acccaht been backward in cheir negociatinng, 


bore fore proportion to the rifque they had 
of getting payment; and this extraordi 
expence has fallen at laf on the land. Some 


er for them to have refort to the impoft aad 


excife: But as it will not do to overburthes 


the ony (becaufe that, would promote 
fm ng aod be dangerous to the revenve) 


hotlers Congtefs thould have the power of 


applying, in extraordinary cafes, to diref 


taxation. War may take place, in whith 


cafe it would not be to alter thofe aps 
propriations of itnpoft which may be made 
for peace eftablifhments—it is inexpedient te 
divert the publick funds~-the power of dis 
re&t taxation would in fuch circumftances 
be a very neteffary powers As to the ruleof 
apportioning fuch taxes, it muft be by the 
quantity of lands, or elfe in the manner laid 
down ia the paragraph under debate. But 
the quantity of lands isan uncertain rule of 
wealth—-Compare the lands of different na- 
tions of Burope-—fome of them have great 
comparative wealth and lefs quantity of 


lands, while others have more lands and lefs | 


wealthcompere Holland with 
The rule laid down in the paragraph is 
beft that ¢ah be obtained for the apportion- 
ment of the little dire& taxes which Cons 
grefs will want. ‘ 
P. M. . $ 

(The 3d. par. fill under debate—eve cae 
only fay, in brief, chat rhe juftice in 
and fuperiowr 


in particular, of the rule of in 
this ig. to that in the Confederation ‘ation, wert 
uel rt Mr. Gore, Mr. Parfons, Mr. 


B and the Hon. Mr, Ki 
sey TT0k entioaol) | 


‘age to (be northers States 
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NEW YORK, January 13. 
Extrati of a letter from the of Hondurus, 
dated Sept. 29, 1797+ 

78 A fevere and violent hurricane came on 
here the 2d of this mooth, inthe morning, 
at 7o'clock. It continued with unceafing 
fury, untii near one, a {pace of about fix 
hours, accompanied wich animundation from 
thefea. The gele carried with it more per- 
fect deftruétiun, than ever J heard of, in an 
fimilarcalamity, levelled every dwelling wi 
the ground, deftroyed all kinds of and 

toperty, and feyen lives on thore. 
Seen ye or twenty fix fail of vefiels, of 
all deferiptions, were ftranded, and aground 
on the thoals and quays; from thofe veflels 
143 lives were loft ;feven thips not recovera~ 
bie. One brig, and moff of the fmall eraft, 


may be raifed and faved. The limits of a 


letter will not allow me te give you an ac- 
count at large, of this dreadful fcene.” 
H AR TF OR D, Janvary 21. 
In che Political Society lately inftituted at 
Richmond im Virginia, the Federal Comfti- 
tution was the fubjeéb of a publick debate. 
After three ‘evenings {pent in difcuffing ir, 
the Yeas in favour of it were 123, the Nays 
were only 15. The members of the Society 
confift of principal charadtersin Virgi- 
nia. The chief fpeaker “ae thé govern- 
ment was Patrick Henry, Efq;---the princi- 
al fpeaker in fayour of it was Mr, Nicho- 
as. It is expeéted there will be the fame 
majority in favour of the government in the 
Rate conventions 
B O $ _T ON, Janvary 28. 
STATE CONVENTION: 
Concenter'd HERE the united wifdom 
shines, VINES ; 
Of learned jupets, and of found Di- 
PATRIOTS, whore virtues, fearching 
times have try’d [HEROES dy’d, 
HEROES, who fought, where BROTHER 
Law ¥ BR 8, who fpeak, a+ Tully fpoke before, 
SAGES, deep read in-phisofophick lore 5 
MERCHANTS, whofe plans are to a0 
realm; confin'd, 
FARM&RS-—the nobleft title of mankind, 
YEOMEN and TRADESMEN-pillars of 
the Staté ; fate. 
On whoie pecistox hangs COLUMBIA's 
Thus, the various orders which conftitute 
the great 7 of the Commonwealrh, 
concur to form the augeft, the honourable 
Convention now fitting in this metropolis. 
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General WASHINGTON": opinicn on the 

federal Confiitution. 

Extraét of a letter, of a late date, from the 
itlefirious Prefident of the iate federal 
Convention, to his friend"in Frederick- 
fourg, Virginia---excra@ted figin Mr. 
Green's Virginia Herald, 

** | thank hrs for your kind congratula- 
tions on my fafe return from the Conven» 
tion, and am pleafed that the. proceedin 
of it have met your approbation.---My 4 
cided opinion of the matter is, that there is 
no alternatiwe between the adoprion of it and 
énarchy. If one State, however important 
it may conceive itielf to be, or a minority of 
them, fhould fi fe that they can dilate a 
Conftitution to the union, unlefs they have 
the ap of applying the s/timo ratio to good 
effect, they will find themfelves deceived. 
All the jon to it, that I have yet feen, 
is, 1} mut confefs, addrefied more to the 
paffions than tothe reafon ; and clear I am, 
if another federal Convention is attempted, 
that the fentiments ef its members will be 
more difcordant or /e/s accommodating than 
the laft. In fine, that they wilkagree upon 
no general plan. General government is 
now by a thread, \ mph go fur- 
ther, and fay itis really at an end, and what 
will be the confequence of a fruitiefs at- 
tempt to amend one which is offered, 
befere it is tried, or of the delay from the 
peep does. notin my judgment need the 

ift of prophecy to perditt. 

ey I am nota bind admirer, (for I faw the 

imperfettions) of the Conttitutien I aided ia 

the birth of, before it was handed to the pub- 
lick; but Iam fully perfuaded itis the Af 
tbat can be obtained at this time 3---that it 
is free from many of the imperfections with 
which itis charged, and that it or di/urion is 
before us to choofe from. If the firft is our 
eleGtion, when the defects of it are experi- 
enced, a conftitutional door is opened for 

amendments, and may be adopted in a 

Peaceable manner, without tumulr or dif- 

order.” ; 

The Hon, Convention have now come te 
the oth feet. of the Conftitution. 

On Wednefday lat, the Rev. Mr. Elliot 
officiated as Chaplain to the Hon. Conven- 
tion, on’ Thurfday, Mr. Eccle, on Friday, 
Mr. Clark, on Saturday, Mr. Geyer, on 
Monday, Mr. Freeman, and yeftetday Mr. 
Everett. 





B $ T 


N, Janvary 23. 


[The Publick being defirous to know the refult of the converfation in Convention, on Sa- 
tusday latt, on the propriety ot Mr. Gerry's being permitted to give any ether infurmation 
than of fatts particularly afhed after, and which tt appears has given Mr. G. offence, we 
Pay before our readérs a copy of that gentleman's letter to the Convention, as read yeltere 


day afternoons} 
3 1R,- 
T is with great reluétance that I trefpafs 
a moment on the time of the honourable 
Convention, employed as.it isy an a fubject 
of the highett importance to this country, 
but | am ua ter the neceflity of ftating fome 
tacts, and their confequeases, as Sey relate 
te my feif. 


Cambridge, 21 January, 1783. 


On the 14th of this month, the Convena 
tion paffed a vote, requetting me “‘ to takea 
feat in the Houfa, to aniwer any queition of 
faét from time to time, that the Conven- 
tion may want to afk, refpeCting the paffing, 
ot the Conftitution.”’» This requeit was uaa 
expected, and J complicd with it, comtearj> 
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) inclination, riot donbting ia the fea 
not 
thet 1 thould be treated with delicacy and 
candour. ‘ 
gentleman who will rele but a 


torment, mutt be fenfible, that my fituetion 
on the Roce pean was not eli- 
gible was a humiliating condition, 
which nothags could have produced my 
fubmitfion, but the refpe€t I entertained for 
the urable Convention, and the defire I 
d of complying with their withes. 
- After having, oo Saturday fat. 
ed an anfwer to the queftion pro the 
eding evening, 1 perceived t your* 
rable yx Bw cenfidering a para- 
graph which an equal rapuenth- 
nage ie Soe rv speamagrs otha ted 
my honourable colleagues » that 
this was agreed to by a committee confifti 
ef a member from each State, and that 
was one of the number. This was a partial 
narrative of facts, which-I conceived” 
my conduct in an unfavovrable point of 
light, probably without any ach i 
on the part of my colleague. 
. Twas thus reduced tothe difagreeable al- 
ternative cf a a letter to your hon- 
our for corre¢ting this errour, or of fuftain- 
ing the injuries refulting from its unfavour- 
able impreffions: Not in the leat iufpeét- 
ing, that when I had committed myfelf to the 
Convention without the right of {peaking in 
ray own defence, any gentieman would take 
an undue advantage from being a member of 
the Houfe, to continue the mifreprefenta- 
tion, by fupprefling every attempt on my 
part to ftate the fa@ts. I accordingly in- 
formed your honour, that I was preparing a 
letter to throw light on the fubjeét, and at 
my requeft you was fo obliging as to make 
this communication to the Froute. My 
fole objeG@ was, to ftate the matter as it re- 
fpeéted my condu&, but I foon perceived 
that it was mifanderitood by the Hon, Judge 
Dana, who rofe with an appearance of party 
virulence which I did not ex pet, and followed 
one mifrepreferitation with another, by im- 
prefling tire Houfe with the idea, that I was 
entering into their debates. I requetted 
Jeave repeatedly to explain the matter, but 
he became more vehement, and 1 was fub- 
je&t to Mri€tures from feveral parts of the 
oufe, wasil it adjourned, without ever be- 
ing permitted to declare, that 1 difdained 
fuch an intention, and did not merit fuch 
wnworthy treatment. © 
I confefs to you, Sir, that the indelicacy 
and difingenuity of this procedure, dittrefied 
my feclings beyond any thing I had ever 
before experienced : For, had every member 
of the hon. houfe requefted me by a vote to 
partake in their debates, I fhould have con- 
fidered it as improper and uncoaftitutional, 
and from principles of decency and pro- 
priety, thould have declined their requeft : 
And Judge Dare has been too long in 
ublick life with me, not to know, that it 
os nevet been my praétice, to attain objects 
by improper means. Indeed, Sir, f remote 
were my withes from entering into yourde- 
bates, that. after having pafied a judgment 
on the conftitution in the federal conven- 
tion, I would wot have taken 2 feat in the 
StateConveation, with the wnanimees fef- 
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that was intended to prevent an injured per. 
oo Sos aes Fommilag Se ody who 
redreis his wrongs, or from giving i 
formation of fecha iavention : And? cs. 
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ed to hisinjury. . : 

Ic is true, Sir, I differ in opinion from a 
number of refpetable members of your hoo, 
houfe, on the fubje& of the con. 
ftitution ; but I flattered myfelf, that not a 
member could be found fo deficient i liber- 
ality, as to bear animofity towards me oa 
this account. The irhpreffions — 
which I feit, and which J ftill fee!, that this 
fyftem without amendment will deitroy the 
liberties of America, inferred on me an in- 
difpenfible obligation to give it my negative : 
And having done this, I feel the ap jon 
of my own mind, which is indnicely prefer- 
able to univerfal applaufes without it. If, 

_neverthelefs, my conduct in this intance 
has given offence; if there is at chistime fo 
ag be eran in ra as that aperfun 
in arging a mott i nt — 
truft, cannot condu@ achetling 00 obli- - 

ations of honour, and di¢tates of :bis con« 

ience, it appears to me of little confequence 
what form of government wt adopty for we 
are not far removed from a ftate of flavery. 

I thall only add, Sis, thatl have fubjoined 
a fate of f. founded on documents rela- 
tive to my confent, that the lefler States 
fhould have an — reprefentation ia the 
fenate==that I Rill entertain the higheft ref- 
pe@t for the honourable Convention, whol 
ayn fure will never countenance onfair pro- 
ceedings, bat that I cannot again place my- 
feilf in a fituation, where 1 muf hear my 
condué mifreprefented without the pflvi- 
lege of ge iy leave of your 
body to ith fats and promote jutti 

I have the honour to te, Sir, with 
higheft refpect for the honourabie Conven- 
tion, te oa. youre moft obedient, aad 
To the Hi Jadee Cr hhing, Peg wn : 

0 one uthing, Vicepre 
of the Comventien of Majachs ubbse 
: 





